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FBI National Academy Associates

2025 Combined Eastern Missouri & Kansas/Western Missouri Chapter Retrainer

Tan- Tar-A Conference Center at Margaritaville Lake Resort

Osage Beach, Missouri

September 2-5, 2025

The FBI National Academy Fall Retrainer for 2025 will be held at Tan-Tar-A Conference Center
at Margaritaville Lake Resort, September 2nd through the 5th

. This Retrainer is coordinated by both the
Eastern Missouri Chapter and the Kansas/Western Missouri Chapter. We would like to extend an
invitation to our surrounding Chapters including the IowalNebraska, Arkansas, Oklahoma, Southern
Illinois (Railsplitters), and the Northern Illinois NA Chapters to join us at this exciting event.

In addition to the training, there will be a golf scramble, hospitality room each night, dinner on
Tuesday evening, as well as lunch and a dinner banquet on Thursday. For those of you who are not
familiar with the Lake area, there are many shopping venues, breweries and a distillery close to
Margaritaville, along with activities that are commonly found at premium lake front resorts (fishing,
horseback riding, boat rentals, amusement parks, etc.).

The conference registration should be submitted by the date indicated in the training packet. It is
critical that you let us know of your plans to attend so that we can complete the appropriate arrangements
with Tan-Tar-A Conference Center at Margaritaville Lake Resort.

Margaritaville Lake Resort is providing a competitive rate for single and double occupancy rooms.
They have reserved a block of rooms for our use. Please note the arrangements for hotel accommodations
and payment are to be made directly by you to the hotel.

On behalf of the Eastern Missouri Chapter and the Kansas/Western Missouri Chapter, we
encourage each of our members and the members of the invited Chapters to join us at this combined fall
training at Tan- Tar-A Conference Center at Margaritaville Lake Resort to enjoy the relaxing surroundings
and camaraderie of our extended family of National Academy Associates.

Sincerely,

1dJ1Y)~
Eastern Missouri Chapter

Scott Munsterman
President
Kansas/Western Missouri Chapter
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u.s. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Dear National Academy Graduate:

The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) in the Kansas City and St. Louis Divisions,
partnering with the FBI National Academy Associates (FBINAA) in the Kansas/Western
Missouri Chapter and Eastern Missouri Chapter, invite you to attend the annual Fall Retrainer
being held at Tan- Tar-A Conference Center at Margaritaville, Osage Beach, Missouri,
September 2-5,2025.

To provide a means and to maximize the networking and comradery aspects of the
FBINAA, the Eastern Missouri and Kansas/Western Missouri FBINAA Chapters would like to
formally extend an invitation to our surrounding area partners of the IowalNebraska, Arkansas,
Oklahoma, Southern Illinois (Railsplitters) and the Northern Illinois FBINAA Chapters to attend
this training event. This is a great opportunity to meet or reconnect with members from nearby
chapters, as well as your own chapter, to exchange ideas and information.

Missouri POST credit will be given for this training and certificates will be provided to
attendees per request.

We are looking forward to seeing you in September and hope to meet each of you at the
Retrainer.

Special Agent in Charge - Kansas City Division

CHRISTOPHER T. CROCKER
Special Agent in Charge - St. Louis Division
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Retrainer Information 
 
 
Dates . . . Arrival:  Tuesday, September 2, 2025 

Departure:  Friday, September 5, 2025 
 

 
Location  . . . Tan Tar A Conference Center at Margaritaville Lake Resort 

494 Tan Tar A Drive     
Osage Beach, Missouri 65065 
Phone: (573) 348-3131  

   www.margaritavilleresortlakeoftheozarks.com 
 

 
REGISTRATION FEE: 

 

$200.00  FBI and NAA Chapter Members 

$85.00   Fully Retired NA Members*/Spouses/Guests 
 
* Our Chapters underwrite retiree expenses, meaning the cost of attendance exceeds retiree registration.  
Active members who are retired from law enforcement but still hold any employment are asked to pay the 
same registration cost as active members with law enforcement authority. 

 
Full payment of registration fees are required and must be submitted in advance with 

registration forms to your designated Registration Chairman as follows:   
 
• Eastern Missouri, Iowa, Nebraska, Oklahoma, Arkansas, Illinois Chapters:  Andy Vaughn 

 
• Kansas/Western Missouri Chapter ONLY:  Steve Cox 
 
 Who May Attend:  Training activities at FBI National Academy training sessions are not 
open to the general public.  Attendance is limited to FBI and National Academy graduates.  
Participants must have paid their 2025 National and Local Chapter NAA dues.  Any other law 
enforcement and/or criminal justice personnel who may want to participate in the conference must 
obtain prior approval from their FBI National Academy Training Coordinator and/or President of 
their FBINAA Chapter. 
 
 
Deadline for Registration:  Monday, August 4, 2025 
 

  

http://www.margaritavilleresortlakeoftheozarks.com/
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SUBMIT REGISTRATION TO: 
 
Eastern Missouri, Iowa, Nebraska, Oklahoma, Arkansas and Illinois Chapters:  
 

Register and pay by credit card on the chapter website https://fbinaa-emostore.square.site or 
send handwritten registration form with payment to: 
 

Captain Andy Vaughn 
Ellisville Police Department 
1 Weis Avenue 
Ellisville, MO 63011 
(636) 227-7777 x. 3115 
avaughn@ellisville.mo.us 

 
~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~   
 
Kansas/Western Missouri Chapter: 
 

Register and pay by credit card on the chapter website https://fbinaakswmo.org or send 
handwritten registration form with payment to:  
 

Mr. Steve Cox 
21287 W. 116th Street 
Olathe, KS 66061-6502 
(913)201-1153 

   sectreaskswmo@gmail.com 
 

 
REFUNDS: 
 

Records are maintained on all advanced registration fees.  In the event of an emergency 
cancellation, your refund will be issued upon receipt of written request by August 22, 2025, to the 
Registration Chairman to avoid any payments of a function or meal commitment.  Notifications 
of cancellations too late to avoid any of these charges to the organization will result in that 
amount being deducted from the participant's refund. 

 
 
* It Is Also the Participant's Responsibility to Notify the Hotel of Any Cancellation as 

Soon as Possible to Avoid the Loss of Their Room Deposit.  This Notification Is to Be Handled 
Directly by the Participant with Margaritaville Lake Resort.*  

 
  

https://fbinaa-emostore.square.site/
mailto:avaughn@ellisville.mo.us
https://fbinaakswmo.org/
mailto:sectreaskswmo@gmail.com
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HOTEL RESERVATIONS: 
 

Room reservations at Margaritaville Lake Resort are the responsibility of each attendee 
and must be secured no later than August 4, 2025.   

 
Group Room Rates are $139.00 (plus tax) for a traditional guest room, per day.  
• An automatic $5.00 Resort Fee per room, per night will be included.   

 
Reservations: Call 1-800-826-8272 (Group name “FBINA Associates”)    

Online: www.MargaritavilleResortLakeoftheOzarks.com (Group # “FBIN”) 
 *[Be sure to verify dates when booking reservations online] 

 
Check-in time is 4:00 PM / Check-out time is 11:00 AM. 
 

 **Note that the terrain at this venue site is very hilly. If you need assistance with your 
luggage, please see Guest Services located in the hotel lobby.   
 
 
CHECK-IN / ATTENDEE BADGES are located as follows: 

 
• TUESDAY ~ 9/2/2025 (2:00pm - 5:00pm) ~ Paradise Ballroom Foyer 
• WEDNESDAY ~ 9/3/2025 (7:00am - 8:00am) ~ Paradise B 

 
Conference badges and training program material will be issued on site during 

registration. If you are needing Missouri POST continuing education credit you must provide 
your Missouri POST license number on the registration form.  Your unique Missouri POST 
licence number can be obtained by calling the Missouri Department of Public Safety at 1-573-
751-3409.  
 
 
TRAINING SESSIONS: Training sessions will be held in the Anchor Building, Paradise B.   

 
 

HOSPITALITY ROOM: 
 
All registered members, spouses and guests are welcome.  The wearing of conference 

name tags will be required for admittance to the Hospitality Room.  The Hospitality Room will 
be available in the Anchor Building, Windgate Hall (Level 5) as follows: 

 
TUESDAY 

-Sept. 2, 2025- 
WEDNESDAY 
-Sept. 3, 2025- 

THURSDAY 
-Sept. 4, 2025- 

 

3:00 pm – 6:00 pm 
Closed for dinner 

8:00 pm - Midnight 

 
 

4:00 pm – Midnight 
 

5:00 pm – 6:30 pm 
Closed for banquet 

9:00 pm - Midnight 

http://www.margaritavilleresortlakeoftheozarks.com/


6 
 

BREAKOUT SESSION: 

On Wednesday, September 3, 2025, the following breakout session is available:   
 
 A Golf Scramble will be held at The Oaks Golf Course at Margaritaville Lake Resort.  
Be ready to "tee off" NO LATER than 12:30 p.m.  The cost is $100.00.  Registration 
information for the golf scramble is included on page 16 in this retrainer information packet.   
 
 
SPOUSE/GUEST MEALS & ACTIVITIES:   

 

Registered spouses and/or guests are invited to attend Tuesday’s dinner, breakfast Wednesday-
Friday, Thursday's luncheon and evening banquet, as well as the Hospitality Room. The luncheon 
is casual attire. *UPDATE for 2025*  The dress attire for Thursday evening’s banquet will be 
Business Causual / Chapter shirts encouraged.  

 
Please visit www.margaritavilleresortlakeoftheozarks.com for information listing 

Margaritaville’s optional recreation activities, ameneties and dining options. 
  
 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 
 

If you have any questions or need additional information on the retrainer, you may contact 
any of the following committee members: 
  

Kansas/Western Missouri Committee: 
 

President                     Scott Munsterman     660-624-1900 
President Elect               Buck Buchanan        316-708-5769 
First Vice President          Mark Terman      816-807-5801 
Second Vice President         Todd Ackerman    785-562-8256 
Secretary/Treasurer           Steve Cox            913-201-1153 
Immediate Past President      Kelli Bailiff        913-645-1288 
Sergeant-At-Arms              Dennis Shaw      620-242-6565 
Training Coordinator          Robert Gunderson    415-740-4266 
Training Specialist Brittany Briggs      816-589-8962 

 

Eastern Missouri Committee: 
 

President Paul Lauer 314-330-8124   
First Vice President Doug Schaeffler 314-267-8209  
Second Vice President Mike Werges 636-938-6600 
Secretary/Treasurer Andy Vaughn 314-941-4055 
Immediate Past President Jason Schott 573-880-8029 
Sergeant-At-Arms Curt Sullivan 636-949-7900 x.4604 
Training Coordinator Matthew Wallace 217-299-7581 
Administrative Specialist Kathy Petersen  314-393-9412 

http://www.margaritavilleresortlakeoftheozarks.com/
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FBINAA 

2025 FALL RETRAINER 
September 2-5, 2025 

Tan-Tar-A Conference Center at Margaritaville Resort 
Osage Beach, Missouri 

 

EVENT SCHEDULE 
   
 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2025 
  

2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  Registration- Anchor Building / Paradise Ballroom Foyer 
 
3:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. Hospitality Room – Anchor Building, Windgate Hall (Level 5) 
 
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.  Dinner- JB’s Boathouse Deck  
 
8:00 p.m. – Midnight  Hospitality Room – Anchor Building, Windgate Hall (Level 5) 
 

 
 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2025 – PARADISE B 
 

7:00 a.m. – 7:55 a.m.  Breakfast- Paradise C 
 

7:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m.  Registration- Paradise B 
     

8:00 a.m. - 8:10 a.m.    Presentation of Colors      
    Opening Remarks   

 Christopher Crocker, SAC - FBI St. Louis Division 
 Stephen A. Cyrus, SAC - FBI Kansas City Division  
 Paul Lauer, FBINAA President - Eastern Missouri Chapter 
 Scott Munsterman, FBINAA President - KS/W. Missouri Chapter 
  

8:10 a.m. - 8:35 a.m.  Memorial - FBINAA Chapter Deceased Members  
                

 8:35 a.m. - 8:40 a.m.  NA Charitable Foundation   
 
8:40 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.     Vendor introductions 
 
9:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.   Break with vendors     
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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2025 (Continued) 

 
9:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Legal Updates     
     Chief Division Counsel Erin Cozad Curtis   
     Associate Division Counsel Zachary Brown 
     FBI Kansas City Division      
 
11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Lunch (on your own) 

 
12:30 p.m. - Complete    *Golf Tournament – The Oaks Golf Course (12:30 p.m. tee off time)  
 
4:00 p.m. – Midnight  Hospitality Room – Anchor Building, Windgate Hall (Level 5) 
 

 
 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2025 – PARADISE B 
 

7:00 a.m. – 7:55 a.m.   Breakfast- Paradise C  
 

8:00 a.m. – 8:45 a.m. DEC (Drug Endangered Children) Awareness   
     Joshua Hunt    

Director 
MEDWAY Drug Enforcement Agency  

 
8:45 a.m. – 9:15 a.m.   Break with vendors 
 
9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.  DEC (Drug Endangered Children) Awareness  (continued) 
     
10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.  Break with vendors 
 
10:20 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.  Leading High-Risk Employees to Wellness  
        Michael Werges            

        Chief  
        Eureka Police Department 
 
11:00 a.m. – 11:20 a.m.  Break with vendors 
 
11:20 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  Leading High-Risk Employees to Wellness  (continued) 

 
12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. Lunch – Paradise C 
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2025 (Continued) 
 
1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.  Intro to Line of Duty Death Response 
       Brian Zinanni     
       Missouri State Director, Supporting Heroes, Inc. 
       PSOB Benefits Contractor, The Backstoppers 
 
2:00 p.m – 2:15 p.m.   Break 
 
2:15 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.  Lead The Way     
       Greg Birch           

       Command Sergeant Major  
       United States Army (Retired)  
 

*Kansas/Western Missouri Chapter meeting will occur 15 minutes after the conclusion of the training* 
 
5:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.  Hospitality Room – Anchor Building, Windgate Hall (Level 5) 
 
6:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.  Social – Paradise C 
 
7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  Banquet – Paradise C (*Business Casual / Chapter Shirt*) 
            
9:00 p.m. – Midnight  Hospitality Room – Anchor Building, Windgate Hall (Level 5) 
  
 
 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2025 – PARADISE B 
 

7:00 a.m. – 7:55 a.m.  Continental Breakfast- Paradise B 
 
8:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. Evolution vs Revolution: The Future of Impartial Policing 
     Sean McCarthy    
     Continuing Education Coordinator  
     St. Louis Metropolitan Police Academy    
       
10:00 a.m. – noon  Closing Remarks 

 Paul Lauer - FBINAA Chapter President, EMO Chapter    
 Scott Munsterman - FBINAA Chapter President, KS/WMO Chapter             
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2025 Presenters 

 
 
 
Greg Birch 
Lieutenant, Deputy Sheriff, Osage County Missouri Sheriff’s Office 
Command Sergeant Major, U.S. Army (retired) 
 

Greg Birch graduated first in his class from the University of Missouri Law Enforcement 
Training Institute in April 2019 at age 60.  He currently works as a reserve Deputy Sheriff in Osage 
County Missouri and a part time deputy in Oakland County Michigan.  He still works as a consultant 
for private sector businesses and non-profits.  He graduated Summa Cum Laude from the University 
of Central Missouri in 2022 with a BS in Crisis and Disaster Management.  
 

Between military retirement and beginning his law enforcement career, Mr. Birch worked as 
a security consultant in high threat environments conducting vulnerability assessments, counter-
surveillance and working as personal protection specialist.  He has also trained military special 
operations and law enforcement personnel in rifle and pistol marksmanship, long range precision 
marksmanship, close quarters battle, mission planning, surveillance, combat focused physical 
fitness and evasive driving. 

Mr. Birch retired from the U.S. Army in 2007 after over thirty years’ service in a variety of 
Special Operations units, where he participated in numerous combat missions, security, 
surveillance, dignitary protection and other sensitive operations.  His military career culminated 
with service as the first Command Sergeant Major (CSM) of the U.S. Army’s Asymmetric Warfare 
Group (AWG) where he was instrumental in establishment of a new and select military unit 
specifically designed to respond to the global war on terror.  While at the AWG, CSM Birch 
continued to participate in numerous combat patrols in both Afghanistan and Iraq as a team 
member to better assess the unit’s capabilities.  

Mr. Birch’s service in Special Operations Forces included both the 75th Ranger Regiment 
and 1st SFOD-D (Delta Force).  He participated in numerous contingency missions in the Southern, 
Pacific, European and Central Command (SOUTHCOM, PACOM, EUCOM and CENTCOM) areas of 
responsibility. He served in Operation Just Cause, Operation Desert Storm, Operation Joint 
Endeavor, Operation Joint Guard, Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom.  
Repeatedly deployed into combat /hostile fire zones, he has been to more than 70 countries and 
participated in combat and reconnaissance/security missions in 11 different countries. 

Mr. Birch has over 26 commendations to include the Distinguished Service Medal, the Silver 
Star, Bronze Star for Valor with an Oak Leaf Cluster, and the Purple Heart.  He was nominated to the 
Ranger Hall of Fame in 2012.  

 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
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Zachary Brown 
Associate Division Counsel 
FBI Kansas City Division 
 

Supervisory Special Agent Zachary Brown is FBI Kansas City’s Associate Division Counsel. 
ADC Brown was previously assigned to FBI Kansas City’s Health Care Fraud and Complex Financial 
Crimes squad.  Prior to ADC Brown’s assignment to the Kansas City Field Office, SA Brown served as 
a Special Agent in FBI San Antonio Division’s Brownsville, Texas Resident Agency.  ADC Brown has 
investigated complex fraud schemes, public corruption, violent crime, kidnappings for ransom, and 
organized crime.  In addition to his investigative duties, ADC Brown has served as Crisis and Hostage 
Negotiator on FBI’s Crisis Negotiation Team.  Before joining the FBI, ADC Brown practiced law, 
specializing in criminal litigation. 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 
Erin Cozad Curtis 
Chief Division Counsel 
FBI Kansas City Division 
 

Supervisory Special Agent Erin Cozad Curtis is FBI Kansas City’s Chief Division Counsel and 
previously served as the Associate Division Counsel since 2017.  Prior to her arrival in KC, she served 
for eight years as a Special Agent with FBI Springfield Division, stationed in the Fairview Heights, 
Illinois Resident Agency.  She has worked white collar, health care fraud, violent crime, civil rights, 
counterterrorism and cyber investigations.  Specialized areas of practice for CDC Curtis include 
Criminal Law and Constitutional Law. 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 
Josh Hunt 
Director 
MEDWAY Drug Enforcement Agency 

 
Joshua Hunt started his career in law enforcement in 1997.  In his current position with the 

MEDWAY Drug Enforcement Agency, he oversees the Agency as the Director.  The Agency conducts 
covert drug investigations at the Local, State and Federal level.  His career has consisted of work in 
Corrections, Patrol Division, School Resource Officer, Detective, Field Training Officer, SWAT Team 
Member, Technical Surveillance Agent and Senior Agent, prior to being selected as the Director in 2023. 
He is a graduate of the 293rd session of the F.B.I. National Academy and holds an Associates of Applied 
Science in Criminal Justice, Summa Cum Laude.  He is a certified A.L.I.C.E instructor; National Drug 
Endangered Children Approach Instructor, Force Science Institute De-Escalation Instructor, in addition 
he has previously been certified by the Ohio Peace Officers Training Commission as a general academy 
instructor.  He has received certification in Forensic Child Interview, Clandestine Laboratory Hazardous  
 
(continued) 
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(continued)  
 
Waste Operator (level A & B), Advanced Reid Interview and Interrogations, Evidence Technician, Crisis 
Intervention Officer and multiple narcotics investigation courses.  Director Hunt’s team has been 
responsible for cleaning hundreds of methamphetamine clandestine labs.   

Director Hunt, along with the MEDWAY staff, were the 2018 Ohio NARCO Agency of the Year 
recipient for their role in a two year, OCEDTF, Federal investigation, “Scarlet Rider,” in which over 
seventeen kilos of cocaine, three and a half kilos of crystal methamphetamine, seventeen guns and over 
five hundred and fifty thousand dollars were seized.  Director Hunt was recognized as an “Expert 
Witness” in the area of narcotics for the Northern District of Ohio, Federal Court.   

Director Hunt received the Wayne County Children Services “2008 Officer of the Year” award for 
his investigation of a child homicide at the hands of a drug addicted man who was the boyfriend of the 
child’s mother and has been nominated on multiple other occasions. 

Director Hunt is a long-time member of the Orrville Turning Point Coalition, which is coalition 
comprised of law enforcement, treatment professionals, health care professionals, school personnel, 
and community members who share a common goal in the prevention of youth substance abuse.  He is 
also an instructor for the Wayne County Pregnancy Care Center’s “Peer to Peer” program which travels 
to local high schools and teaches the consequences choices have on their lives. 

Director Hunt is the current Secretary for the Ohio Task Force Commanders Association.  He sits 
on the Partnership for Wayne and Holmes County Harm Reduction Committee as well as the Overdose 
Fatality review board.  

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 
Sean McCarthy  
Continuing Education Coordinator 
St. Louis Metropolitan Police Academy 
 

Sean McCarthy has served as Continuing Education Coordinator since 2005 for the St. Louis 
Metropolitan Police Department.  In addition to teaching many courses he designed, he supervises 
lesson plan construction and coordinates delivery of training for the St. Louis Metropolitan Police 
Department’s 1,900 employees.  He has guided the department through two POST audits, and 
taken part in the CALEA accreditation process. 
 

During his tenure with the department, Sean has worked to improve the quality of internal 
training by moving toward a more rigorous, collegiate curriculum.  Subjects taught include:  Critical 
Thinking, Study Skills, Strategic Planning, Best Practices, Non-Biased Policing, Public Speaking, 
Ethics, Leadership, Basic Supervision, Management Theory, and Promotional Test Preparation, 
among others.   

 
Sean is a graduate of Instructor Development School, and holds a Bachelor of Arts in 

Political Science from St. Louis University. 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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Michael Werges 
Chief 
Eureka Police Department 

 
Chief Michael Werges has been a Missouri Peace Officer for over 27 years and is the current 

Chief of Police for the City of Eureka.  He has led transformative initiatives in officer wellness, high-
risk employee supervision, and internal cultural change.  He serves as a regional leader and public 
speaker on wellness integration and personnel leadership, having presented at conferences and 
academic institutions.  He currently instructs through the Missouri Police Chiefs Command College 
and holds leadership roles in multiple professional associations.  He has extensive experience 
managing crisis response teams, leading the development of wellness policies, and directly 
mentoring officers in both recovery and performance improvement settings. 

 
Chief Werges earned a Master of Arts degree in Sociology/Criminology from Lincoln 

University, a Bachelor’s Degree in Sociology from Missouri State University, and is a proud graduate 
of the FBI National Academy, Session 283.   

 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 
Brian Zinanni  
Missouri State Director, Supporting Heroes, Inc. 
PSOB Benefits Coordinator, The Backstoppers 
 

 Brian Zinanni was born and raised in the Sterling-Rock Falls area of Illinois, serving nearly 17 
years as a Paramedic with Twin City Ambulance/CGH Emergency Services as well as a Paid On-Call 
Firefighter with Rock Falls Fire Department.  In addition, he served the county as a Deputy Coroner 
and worked with the McDonald Funeral Home.  Mr. Zinanni related to the St. Louis region to accept 
a career Firefighter-Paramedic position with the City of Clayton Fire Department, serving for 20 
years prior to retiring as Lieutenant Medical Officer in May 2022.   

 During his time in St. Louis, Mr. Zinanni achieved an associate degree in Paramedic 
Technology, associate degree in Mortuary Science, and a bachelor’s degree in Emergency 
Management. 

 In 2004, Mr. Zinanni founded and launched what would become the Missouri Fire Service 
Funeral Assistance Team.  This team helps coordinate and provide professional honors to members 
of the Fire Service.  Shortly after, he was named the Missouri representative to the National Fallen 
Firefighters Foundation Local Assistance State Team.  It is through that appointment that he 
developed a unique skillset, navigating the Federal Public Safety Officer Benefit (PSOB) process.  Mr. 
Zinanni has had the honor of assisting many families in filing for and achieving this benefit.  He was 
selected to travel to Washington, DC to beta test the new PSOB 2.0 electronic submission platform.  
To date, he has filed over 90 claims in the new system for both death and disability benefits.  He has  
also had the pleasure of teaching on the topic of line of duty death across the U.S. and has served as 
a resource to state and local agencies in development of policy and guidelines that assist in ensuring 
their public safety officers have maximum ability to receive benefits in the event of a tragedy. 

(continued)  



14 
 

 

(continued)  
 
 In 2016, Mr. Zinanni assisted with the expansion of Supporting Heroes to serve the State of 
Missouri.  Supporting Heroes, like The Backstoppers, is a charity that supports the families of fallen 
public safety officers in Kentucky, Indiana and Missouri.  Serving as the Missouri State Director, his 
duties include response to line of duty death of all public safety officers in the state, filing for and 
achieving benefits for those families, and coordinating survivor support events and travel to their 
respective National Memorial.  Additional responsibilities include seeking fundraising opportunities 
and soliciting memberships to support the cause.  Mr. Zinanni’s duties have also expanded to serve 
the organization as the survivor outreach coordinator for all survivors in the three states they serve.  
He also has the honor of serving as an independent contractor for PSOB consulting services with 
The Backstoppers. 
 
 It is through his work with Supporting Heroes that Mr. Zinanni developed a more in-depth 
working relationship with other public safety disciplines, fostering amazing relationships with the 
Missouri Law Enforcement Funeral Assistance Team and the Missouri Concerns of Police Survivors.  
He has presented at several law enforcement agencies and law enforcement/corrections 
conferences. 

 In December 2020, Mr. Zinanni was offered and accepted the position of Fire Chief for the 
Twin City Joint Fire Command in Sterling & Rock Falls, Illinois (his hometown).  After further 
reflection, and following principles of author and inspirational speaker Simon Sinek, he decided to 
follow his “why” and remain in Missouri to continue serving the families of our fallen public safety 
officers. 

 Mr. Zinanni is currently a board of director for the Fire Fighters Memorial Foundation of 
Missouri, the organization that oversees the Firefighters Memorial in Kingdom City, MO.  He is also 
a board of director for the Fire Fighter Historical Preservation and Education Center, the 
organization that will oversee the future Firefighters Museum adjacent to the memorial in Kingdom 
City. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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RETRAINER REGISTRATION 
FBINAA 2025 Fall Retrainer 

Eastern Missouri and Kansas/Western Missouri Chapters 

September 2-5, 2025 
Tan-Tar-A Conference Center at Margaritaville Lake Resort 

Osage Beach, Missouri 
 

Requested information will include: 

Name: _______________________________________________ 

Chapter: ______________________   NA Session: ____________ 

Missouri POST License #: ___________ 

Department/Agency: ___________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________ 

City / State / Zip: ______________________________________ 

Email: _______________________________________________ 

Mobile #: ____________________________________________ 

Office/Home #: _______________________________________ 

Spouse/Guest Name: ___________________________________ 

NA Graduate or FBI ($200.00)………..….……………   $____________ 

Fully Retired/Spouse/Guest ($85.00)………………   $____________ 

Golf ($100.00)…………..…………………………………..    $____________ 
 

                               TOTAL   $____________ 

 
Please indicate which meals you will be attending: 
  

              Tuesday BBQ dinner         
 

Thursday lunch            
 

Thursday banquet dinner 

 

*Indicate special dietary needs: ________________________________*  
(Vegetarian/Gluten Free/Allergies/etc.) 

Please register with your 
respective Registration 

Committee Chairman by 
* August 4, 2025 * 

 
 

Eastern Missouri, Iowa, Nebraska, 
Oklahoma, Arkansas & Illinois 

Chapters: 
 

 Register & pay by credit card on 
the chapter website 

https://fbinaa-emostore.square.site 
 

Captain Andy Vaughn 
Ellisville Police Department 

1 Weis Avenue 
Ellisville, MO 63011 

 
 

Kansas/Western Missouri 
Chapter ONLY: 

 
Register & pay by credit card on 

the chapter website 
https://fbinaakswmo.org 

 
Steve Cox 

21287 W. 116th Street 
Olathe, Kansas 66061 

 

https://fbinaa-emostore.square.site/
https://fbinaakswmo.org/
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GOLF SCRAMBLE REGISTRATION 
 
 

FBINAA 2025 FALL Retrainer 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2025 

 

 
 

 There will be a golf scramble on Wednesday, September 3, 2025.  Be ready to “tee off” NO LATER than 
12:30pm at The Oaks Golf Course at Margaritaville Lake Resort (located at 1524 State Hwy KK, Osage Beach, 
Missouri).  The Oaks is a championship 18-hole, par-71 course that challenges golfers with precision play and 
thoughtful strategy.  Set against the natural beauty of Missouri’s forests, rolling hills and the shimmering Lake 
of the Ozarks; the course features bent grass greens, water hazards and over 60 sand bunkers.  

 
COST:  $100.00 per person 
 
This is a four man scramble - you play the best ball.  Guests are welcome and encouraged to play.   
 
 

Registration & payment can be made online via your designated Registration Committee Chairman (see below).   
 
*You can sign up to play with designated partners or team members when you register online.   
 

 
Questions:  Please contact Bruce Jolliff (bjolliff@kletc.org)  OR  Andy Vaughn (avaughn@ellisville.mo.us). 

 
 

 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Submit registration to your respective Registration Committee Chairman by Aug. 15, 2025 

 
Eastern Missouri, Iowa, Nebraska, Oklahoma, 

Arkansas and Illinois Chapters  
Submit registration & payment to: 

 

 

 Captain Andy Vaughn  
Register & pay by credit card on the chapter 
website https://fbinaa-emostore.square.site 

 

 

Kansas/Western Missouri Chapter  
Submit registration & payment to: 

 

 

Steve Cox 
KS/W MO only ~ Register & pay by credit card on 

the chapter website https://fbinaakswmo.org 

mailto:bjolliff@kletc.org
mailto:avaughn@ellisville.mo.us
https://fbinaa-emostore.square.site/



